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The Newsletter of the Columbia Gem and Mineral Society

EDITOR’S MESSAGE
Dear Members,
Make time to volunteer and visit the Club’s Gem and
Mineral Show. This year will be another great edition
of our annual show! Don’t miss the opportunity to get
involved in one of the most enjoyable activities that
supports the many programs of the club. In this
addition of the Rocky Trails you will find information
about the show and how to get involved. In addition,
there is a page of show coupons. Please distribute
these to family members, friends, coworkers and
anybody else that you think would have an interest.
As I have stated previously, the club is actively
looking for a place to move our workshop. It is
extremely important that if you know of any potential
locations, please inform one of the club’s officers!
The club is open to all ideas. It means a lot to the
membership to have a fully functional shop.
The club show is a great opportunity to promote the
club and meet potential new members. Enclosed in
this addition of the Rocky Trails is a membership form
that can be given to new friends you meet at the
show. After the show, the next event will be the club’s
Christmas party that will be held at the workshop on
Sunday, December 9th. Please remember to extend
an invitation to our new members to come to the
Christmas Party.
Until next month,
Ron Ahle

NEXT MEETING
October 15, 2018

PROGRAM:
Angela Valvasori; Club Historian, will give a
presentation on the club history. Angela found the
historical information from going through old
newsletters, history, and papers stored at the
Lapidary Workshop. This year, 2018 is the club’s
51st Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show. Some of the
previous locations are Dutch Square Mall, SC State
Fairgrounds and the South Carolina State Museum.
The club was chartered May 18, 1965 as The
Central South Carolina Gem & Mineral Society

REFRESHMENTS
Susan Richardson
DOOR PRIZE
Angela Valvasori

Sunshine
Congratulations to the marriage of Herman
Kunis and Gayla DeBose on their
September 15 wedding.
Barbara Fenstermacher had stitches
removed from her knee replacement surgery
and attending physical therapy.

Meeting is 3rd Monday; 7:00 PM at the McKissick Museum Auditorium on The
University of South Carolina. Park beside the museum where Bull St. runs into Pendleton St.
The society can park in any of these spaces at night beside the Museum.
If you need to use the elevator, open the door on the street level by the parking lot
and go down the hallway to the elevator.
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LAPIDARY WORKSHOP
The CGMS lapidary workshop in Cayce, SC is open. To use the rock saws and cabbing machines
call or email Gary Hert gchert@hotmail.com 803-794-9362. He is available on Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday. The hourly rate for using one of the machines is $4.00/hour.

Fred Meetze teaches faceting and silversmith in his workshop in Chapin Call him 803-7114
To take a class.

Area Gem Shows
November 16, 17 & 18, 2018 ….Marietta, GA
33rd annual show and sale. Cobb County Gem & Mineral Society
548 South Marietta Pkwy., Marietta GA 30060
Contact information: Mary Ingram Show Chairman, 404-915-3588
Email: mandmingram@gmail.com; Website: https://www.ccgms.org/annual-show/
November 17-18, 2018…West Palm Beach, Florida
52nd annual gem, mineral, jewelry, bead and fossil show, Gem & Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches
South Florida Fairgrounds Expo Center East,
9067 Southern Blvd., West Palm Beach Florida 33411.
Show chairman, Walter Triche 561-585-2080
email: wtriche@gmail.com; website: http://www.gemandmineralsociety.org
November 23 -25, 2018…Mobile, AL
24th Annual Rock & Gem Show of the Mobile Rock & Gem Society
ABBA Shrine Center - 7701 Hitt Road Mobile, AL
http://www.mobilerockandgem.com/annual-show-24
November 23 - 25, 2018…Salem, VA
39th Annual Roanoke Valley Mineral & Gem Society Show
Salem Civic Center, 1001 Boulevard, Salem, VA 24153; Free Parking
For further info, CKWLT@aol.com .
November 30, December 1 & 2 2018
Hudson, FL
WITHLACOOCHEE ROCKHOUNDS
44th ANNUAL GEM, MINERAL FOSSIL & JEWELRY SHOW
Veterans Memorial Park, 14333 Hicks Rd., Hudson, FL 34669.
Ralph Barber 352-200-6852 or Judith Birx 352-587-1702
http://www.withlacoocheerockhounds.com/
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MAGMA Christmas Show
Fri, Nov 30 & Sat, Dec 1 9:00-6:00
Sun, Dec 2 10-4
Camp Stephens, 263 Clayton Rd. Arden, North Carolina
Nov. 30, Dec 1 and 2, 2018 Montgomery, AL
The 48th Annual Montgomery Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show
Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society
Garrett Coliseum 1555 Federal Drive Montgomery, Alabama
Web Site: http://www.montgomerygemandmineralsociety.com
E-mail Contact: GemShow@MontgomeryGemAndMineralSociety.com

Social Media Helps our Club Stay Social!
Join us on Facebook, our social media outlet, to learn about activities of the club and to share
your club-related experiences. From any Facebook page (not Google), you can search for
“Columbia Gem and Mineral Society” to access the club page. Once you get there, you can click
on “Like” this page and set your preferences for notifications under the “Following” button. Share
the CGMS Events and Posts with your friends! Add photos of club-related topics! Use this page
to share your rock and lapidary interests. Anyone can post on our page, just keep it gem and
mineral relevant (no profanity or off-topic posts please). Enjoy, this is one way members of our
club can stay connected. To access our web site, just type “CGMS.ROCKS” in your internet
browser or you can search for Columbia Gem and Mineral Society in Google.

The Club’s website is: www.cgms.rocks
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GENERAL CLUB MEETING MINUTES
October 22, 2018 Board Meeting of Columbia Gem and Mineral Society
The Columbia Gem and Mineral Society met on the 4th Monday, October 15, 2018, McKissick
Library at the University of South Carolina. Jimmy Armstrong called the meeting to order and
introduced Chris Glass, the speaker. Jimmy thanked Don and Pat Burger for refreshments and Pat
and Gary Hert and Susan Bloodworth for door prizes.
Treasurer: Laura Tess announced she would be moving and the club would need a new treasurer.
Membership: Susan Bloodworth announced that the membership drive would begin in November.
Programs: Sue Shrader asked members to sign up to contribute food for the Dealers’ Dinner for the
show. Sue also asked members to sign up to volunteer to help at the show. Sue announced the
Club’s Christmas Party would be on December 9 at the workshop between 2:00 and 5:00. Sue
asked all members to take show flyers to pass out and to grab a few posters to put up in
neighborhoods. Sue said there would also be a grab bag and mailing work day at the workshop on
Friday, October 26, 2018.
Show Committee: Sharon Sterrett asked all to help with the dealers’ dinner for the show and to
share Facebook Post about the show. She asked all to put up poster for the show.
Facebook: Dan Elswick asked all members to promote the show by sharing Facebook Post.
Workshop: The club is looking at renting a storage unit to use as a workshop based on the fact that
some units have power to operate tools. Jimmy said this would be a good intermediate step until
another option became available.
Field Trip: Jimmy noted that Ron Ahle would try to set up a field trip to 40 Acre Rock in the future.
Liaison: Jim Cobb thanked Sister Aiken Club Members for all their support and said he had been
promoting our show at other events.
Old Business: Jimmy said the club would be having an election for new officers in November.
Since there was no New News, there club voted to adjourn
Respectfully submitted by
Susan Bloodworth
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EXECUTIVE MEETING MINUTES
October 22, 2018 Board Meeting of Columbia Gem and Mineral Society
The Columbia Gem and Mineral Society met on the 4th Monday, October 22, 2018, at Grecian
Gardens at 2312 Sunset Blvd., West Columbia, SC 29169. President Jimmy Armstrong called the
meeting to order at 7:00 pm and thanked all for coming.
Membership: Susan Bloodworth said there would be a new membership application which would
ask members to note specific interests and whether they would not won’t personal information
shared to other members. Programs: Sue Shrader said Angela Valvasori would redo her
presentation on the history of the club. Show Committee: Sharon Sterrett said that this year Mandy
Wenzel’s family would be organizing educational activities at the show: rock painting, fossil
identification, and rock identification. Sharon also announced that the show only has 1-2 more
dealer spots left to fill spaces for the show. Board Members expressed gratitude for those who work
on the show committee. Sharon said that volunteers were needed to set up for the show on
Thursday and to set up for the dealers’ dinner. Sue Shrader indicated that media advertising would
begin November 4, 2018. Sue has been emailing radio and tv stations to promote the show. Sue
asked Jimmy A. to assist with tv interviews. Sue said she would be calling volunteers before the
show to schedule helpers. Sue asked all to pass out flyers, put up posters and promote the show.
Sue noted that on Friday she would be having a work day for grab bags and preparing mail notices.
She said that there would also be a time for practicing rock painting during the work day. Sue said
she had individuals who would be setting up showcases. Sue said the Club’s Christmas Party
would be on December 9, 2018 at the workshop from 2:00-5:00 and that members were asked to
bring food items to share and the club would provide paper items.
Workshop: Sheila Frame passed around a spread sheet of prices of different Storage Units in the
area. These units had electricity and public restrooms. Board Members discussed some of the
options and asked Sheila if she could further investigate prices for larger storage units. Sue Shrader
also reminded Board Members that we needed to look at a possible garage sale in the spring in
order to eliminate extraneous items at the workshop. Field Trip: Jimmy mentioned that Ron Ahle
was going to try and set up a field trip to 40 Acre Rock. Sunshine: Barbara Fenstermacher had
knee replacement. Liaison: Jim Cobb commended the Aiken club for all their support.
Old Business: For the upcoming officer elections, Dave Hanes agreed to run for Vice-President.
Jimmy said he would continue to be President. Since Laura Tesh will be moving, the club will need a
Treasurer. Board Members discussed members who may be willing to serve as the Club’s
Treasurer.
New Business: Since Abby Gates asked to club to fund meat and paper items for the Dealers’
Dinner for the show, the Executive Board voted and approve the funds of $300.00 for these
provisions. Sue Shrader also reminded everyone that members were expected to provide side
dishes and desserts.
Since there was no other business, the members voted to adjourn
Respectfully submitted by
Susan Bloodworth
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It’s SHOW TIME
November 16 -18, 2018; Columbia, SC
51th Annual Gem Mineral & Jewelry Show
Sponsored by the Columbia Gem & Mineral Society
Jamil Temple, 206 Jamil Rd. Columbia, SC 29210;
Friday 10 to 6, Saturday 10 to 6, Sunday 12 to 5
Adults $5.00, 16 & under Free ; All military free
803-736-9317 ashrader@mindspring.com

Columbia Gem, Mineral, and Jewelry Show
*Jewelry, beads, loose stones, fossils, minerals, gold, silver, & tools
for sale; Geodes sold & cut
Club member’s rock collections on exhibit & lapidary demonstrations.
Educational for the whole family.
South Carolina amethyst on display.
Sponsored by The Columbia Gem & Mineral Society.

*Pass out show flyers!!!!
*Share on FaceBook!!!!
Show Grab Bag Workday………. Thanks for assembling well over a 100 grab bags. We also
put stamps & labels on the show mail out post cards
Mandy Madelene, Isabell, & Charlie Wenzel, Benira Sutphin, Sue Shrader, Abby Gates,
Sue Shrader, Susan Bloodworth, Sharon Sterrett
Abby Gates is in charge of the show dealer dinner Thursday November 15 at 5:00,
the day of the show set up. Last year over 60 dealers and club members enjoyed the
dinner. She is asking for members to bring a covered dish, dessert, or drinks.. Call her
803-799-9279
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McKissick Museum
McKissick Museum:
www.artsandsciences.sc.edu/mikissickmuseum; phone
803.777.7251; College of Arts and Sciences, University of
South Carolina; 816 Bull Street, Columbia, SC 29208
Natural Curiosity: The University of South Carolina and the
Evolution of Scientific Inquiry in the Natural World is an
ongoing exhibit in the 3rd floor gallery. Explore your own
“natural curiosity” in this exhibit that highlights not only the
treasures of nature, but also the evolution of the field of
natural history. Beginning soon after UofSC was founded as
South Carolina College, professors and students alike
collected samples of animal, vegetable, and mineral to study
and grow their understanding of the world around
them. Today, visitors can still learn from these real and
authentic objects or use newly installed touchscreens to dive
deeper into the collections and explore the Historic Southern
Naturalists. Permanent Exhibition. Exhibition hours are
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m
Chris CiCiMurri Curator of Natural Science. 803-777-2823;
cicimurri@sc.edu

Legacy Publications | University of South Carolina
For the latest in South Carolina Archeology, Check put:
http://www.artsandsciences.sc.edu/sciaa/current-legacy-publications

Meteor Showers
Northern Taurids Peak Night Nov. 10 to 11, 2018
The moon will be 18% of full.
Active from October 19th to December 10th, 2018
This shower is much like the Southern Taurids, just active a bit later in the year. When the two
showers are active simultaneously in late October and early November, there is sometimes an
notable increase in the fireball activity.
https://www.amsmeteors.org
Southern Taurids
Active from September 23rd to November 19th Peak Night October 28 -29
The Southern Taurids are a long-lasting shower with several minor peaks in October and
November. The shower is active for two months but rarely produces more than five shower
members per hour, even at maximum activity. The Taurids (both branches) are most notable for
colorful fireballs and are often responsible for an increased number of fireball reports from
September through November.
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An Official Field Trip of the Jacksonville Gem and Mineral Society (Jacksonville, FL) (HOST)
An Official Field Trip of the Columbia Gem & Mineral Society
Saturday, December 15, 2018
9:00 AM Eastern Standard Time
Fernandina Beach
Fernandina Beach, Florida
TRIP: Amelia Island sharks’ teeth are sourced from the dredging of nearby channels to the north
and west (and reportedly date back to a 20-million-year-old geological deposit). The island
receives sand from this dredging which is pumped back onto the beach in re-nourishment efforts
that take place every several years. The last beach re-nourishment was completed in March
2018.
COLLECTING: Shark teeth and other treasures from the sea. When we start, there will be an
incoming tide (low 7:53 am – high 2:15 pm).
BRING: The only tools you actually need are your eyes and patience and something in which you
can store your finds. For serious hunters a trowel or small shovel and a screen can be helpful.
REQUIREMENTS: This is a public beach so no special requirements. Dress for a December day
at the beach (checking the weather forecast in advance is advisable).
PETS (Yes): Dogs are allowed on the beach but must be leashed. Also, please clean up after
your dog.
OTHER INFORMATION: We will be in the historic town of Fernandina Beach which offers a wide
range of lodging and dining.
DIRECTIONS AND WHERE TO MEET:
From I-95 take exit 373 for FL-200/FL-A1A toward Callahan/Fernandina Beach.
Turn right onto State Hwy 108/Sadler Rd.
At the traffic circle, take the 3rd exit onto Florida A1A N/S Fletcher Ave.
Continue on S. Fletcher Ave. past the Seaside Amelia Inn and through the intersection with
Atlantic Ave.
We will meet in the very back of the parking lot (north end).

CONTACT: For further information, please contact Stephen Waddill at
JGMSfieldtrips@jaxgemandmineral.org. On the day of the trip call (904)-400-4066.
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Columbia Gem and Mineral
Society
MEMBERSHIP FORM
Year_______
(Membership Year runs January 1 – December 31)

https://www.cgms.rocks

Check one: DUES CURRENT MEMBERS
Individual $25 _____
Family
$30 _____

DUES for NEW MEMBERS ONLY (Prorated Quarterly)
Individual $26 ______ $21 ______ $14 ______ $7______
Family
$31 ______ $24 ______ $16 ______ $8______
Jan 1
Apr 1
July 1
Oct 1

Name:
Birth Date:
Address:
City
State
Zip:
Home Phone:
Cell Phone(s):__________________________________________________________________
Email Address:_________________________________________________________________

For those with privacy concerns: If you don’t want your home phone or physical address
published in the Club Roster please circle or highlight: No phone No address
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: Spouse and children under 18 yrs. living at the same address.
Spouse:
Birth Date:
Child:
Birth Date:
Child:
Birth Date:
Child:
Birth Date:
Child:
Birth Date:
CLUB PARTICIPATION: Please indicate which committee you can help with:
Field Trips__ Membership__ Newsletter__ Programs__ Social__ Faceting Guild__
Workshop__ Show Chairman__ Publicity__ Sunshine__ Rookie Rockhound’ s__
May we call on you to work with a Board Member on a committee or project?
Make checks payable to: Columbia Gem & Mineral Society (and) mail to: PO Box 6333
Columbia, SC 29260
Previous Membership in another Mineral Society? Club _______________________________
Have you held an office in another club? Club/Office __________________________________
Do you have a rock collection? If so; what? _________________________________________
What lapidary skills and interests do you have? ______________________________________
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South Carolina State Museum
http://scmuseum.org/events/upcoming-events/
South Carolina State Museum
301 Gervais Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803-898-4921
Second Shift Twosdays
Every Tuesday from 5 – 10 p.m.
General admission is 2 for $10!
The museum is open late every Tuesday! Explore four floors of permanent and changing exhibits,
planetarium shows, 4D Theater films, night-sky viewing in the Observatory and more.
Swag & Tassel: The Innovative Stoneware of Thomas Chandler through July 20th, 2019, 2nd
Floor, South Gallery
Swag & Tassel: The Innovative Stoneware of Thomas Chandler, is the first retrospective exhibition
of a 19th century Edgefield, SC, potter since I Made This Jar: The Life and Works of the Enslaved
African-American Potter, Dave. Building upon the research in Philip Wingard's 2014 Ceramics in
America article, "From Baltimore to the South Carolina Backcountry: Thomas Chandler's Influence
on 19th Century Stoneware," the exhibition brings archaeological and archival research to bear on
our understanding of the nature and scope of Chandler's technical and aesthetic innovations
within the context of mid-19th century Edgefield District pottery manufacturing.

McKissick Museum Photos

Place It/Face It: Pottery by Eugene through December 15th 2018, 2nd Floor, North Gallery
Place It/Face It: Pottery by Eugene is the first retrospective exhibition of ceramic art by self-taught
African-American potters Winton and Rosa Eugene of Cowpens, SC. For thirty years, this
husband and wife artistic team has produced a body of functional wares that speak to southerners’
shared experience of place and sculptural works that seek to address issues of particular concern
to them. The exhibit will survey both the wheel-turned, painted plates and pitchers that Winton
creates to document the vernacular architecture, flora and fauna of the south, as well as the series
of sculptural works Rosa hand coils—Minority in Relief, The Struggle, and Beauty to name a few
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The Columbia Gem and Mineral Society is an organization of persons associated together to
promote popular interest in and to provide means for the exchange of knowledge of the Earth
Sciences – Geology, Mineralogy, and Paleontology – and of the related Arts – Lapidary and other.
The Society is a member of the Southeast Federation Mineralogical Societies Inc. and affiliates of the
American Federation of Mineralogical Society Inc.
2018 OFFICERS and COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President……………….....Jimmie Armstrong…(803) 438-6000……..rvrdvr29078@gmail.com
Vice President…………....Ron Ahle…………….…….419-2923……..thebears@earthlink.net
Treasurer………………….Laura Tesh…………..…...731-4760……...lauralaw@bellsouth.net
Secretary………………….Susan Bloodworth.…........604-1045….… susanbloodworth374@att.net
Past President…………….Angela Valvasori…………419-2923……..thebears@earthlink.net
COMMITTEE
Membership ………………Susan Bloodworth………604-1045………susanbloodworth374@att.net
Auctioneer……………..…..Benira Sutphin…………..315-5250………benira@bellsouth.net
Club Liaison…………….....Jim Cobb.…..……...….…794-0045………jocobb3@bellsouth.netFaceting
Guild…………………….….Fred Meetze……….........345-7463………fredfacetor@gmail.com
Facebook…………………..Dan Elswick……………...252-2346………elswickdan@yahoo.com
Field Trip…………….……..Open
Historian……………………Angela Valvasori……..…419-2923……….thebears@earthlink.net
Librarian……………………Sheila Frame…………….739-0682……… snframe@aol.com
Newsletter Editor……….…Ron Ahle…………….……419-2923………thebears@earthlink.net
Program.……………..….…Sue Shrader………….….736-9317……….sue_shrader@mindspring.com
Rookie Rockhound …….…Open
Show.……………….………Michael Montebello…..…791-9921……….mauimonte@hotmail.com
Sunshine …………………..Abbie Gates……..……….799-9279……….2rustygates@att.net
Website……………………..Michael Montebello…..…791-9921……….mauimonte@hotmail.com
Workshop.………………….Gary Hert…………………794-9362……….gchert@hotmail.com
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CGMS Website
Please visit our Website:
http://www.cgams.org
Webmaster: Mike Montebello

Rocky Trails
PO Box 6333
Columbia, SC 29260
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Monthly Meeting
Except for January, the meetings are held the third
Monday of each month at the McKissick Museum’s
Auditorium, on the USC campus. Socializing and
refreshments at 7:00 pm; Meeting at 7:30 pm. Please
enter from the Horseshoe entrance.
Executive Board Meetings:
Except for January, the meetings are held on the fourth
Monday of each month at Grecian Gardens, 2312 Sunset
Blvd., and West Columbia. Meal is at 6:30pm. Meeting
is at 7:00 pm.

