
      
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 

 

August 2024                                                                     Volume 18 Issue 7 

The Newsletter of the Columbia Gem and Mineral Society 

EDITOR’S MESSAGE 

Welcome to all members. Angela and I traveled to Wyoming 
last month and had a wonderful time. We collected many nice 
dinosaur fossils including some nice pieces of triceratops! I 

encourage you all to do a destination trip to collect specimens 
that you cannot find in our region. The trip will be worth the 

hunt!  
 
This month we will have our general meeting at the Hope 

Church. Our August program will be presented by Pam and 

Tony Etheridge who will show us how to make jewelry out of 

copper and silver. Pam and Tony having been demonstrating 
jewelry making techniques at our club show for many years and 
now will bring those considerable talents to share at our 

meeting. Read more about the presenters on page 8. 
 

For those looking for a fieldtrip, take note of the Dixie Mineral 
trips posted in this issue. One will be in South Carolina and has 
a small fee for participation. Just sign up and go! Speaking of 

signing up, our President, Jim, will be looking to form a 
nominating committee for next year’s slate of officers and 

committee chairs. You do not have to be an officer to be on the 
committee, so please consider helping Jim out.  

As many of you know, our gem show is coming up. It takes a 
group effort to make the show a success. Please consider 

volunteering to work the show. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact our volunteer coordinator, Terri 

Tokaz.  

Our forth 2024 gem show meeting is set for Tuesday August 27, 

6:00 to 7:30 pm Richland County Library . Details about the 
meeting are on page 5. Participation by all members is strongly 

encouraged and greatly appreciated. 
 

Happy Trails, 
Ron Ahle 
 

Rocky Trails 
 

  NEXT MEETING  
August  19, 202 4 

The August 2024 CGMS meeting will be held 

at Hope Church located at 2609 Seminole 
Road. It is off Broad River Rd. and is easily 
accessible from I-26 or I-20. Use the side 

door to enter. Socializing and refreshments at 
7:00 pm. Meeting at 7:30 pm. 

PROGRAM: 

The August program will feature club 
members Pam & Tony Etheridge. Pam and 

Tony will talk about making jewelry with 
copper & silver.  
 

Casey Tyler will provide Door Prizes.  
The Club needs Door Prize donations for the 

September, and October meetings. Contact 
Sue if you are willing to donate for these 
months. 

 
Patricia Stidom will provide refreshments. 

Executive Meeting  
Date August 26, 2024 

Dinner: 6 pm, Meeting: 7 pm 
Grecian Gardens, 2312 Sunset Blvd., West 

Columbia. Members are welcome to attend. 
Only executive members vote. 
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

July 15, 2024, Monthly  Meeting of Columbia Gem and Mineral Society 

 

The Columbia Gem and Mineral Society, Inc. held its monthly meeting on July 15, 2024, at Hope 
Church. President Jim Cobb called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. Jim welcomed guests and 
visitors. Jim thanked the Wenzel’s for organizing the Hope Church meeting locations, Ken and 

Chris Glass for refreshments, and the Stidom’s for the door prizes. Jim mentioned that the August 
meeting will take place at Hope Church again.  

 
Treasurer: No updates. 
Secretary: No updates. 

 

Membership: Sheila Frame reported that there are 125 members. 

 

Programs: Marion Mason, aka “Sculpt guy,” gave a fantastic presentation about his artwork which 
is made using various types of stone such as marble and soapstone. He is a talented sculptor and 

jewelry maker, and we thank him for taking the time to teach us how he creates such beautiful 
pieces! 

The programs for the rest of the year were discussed: 
September- Walt Kabulis from the Aiken Club will be speaking. 
October- Carol Elliot and Susan Richardson will speak on their Utah fossil dig. 

November- There will be a short program because this month is the Columbia Gem, Mineral, and 
Jewelry Show! 

 

Show Committee: Angela Valvasori stated that the next Show Committee planning meeting will 
take place Tuesday, July 16th at the Richland County Library location on Parklane Road. The Show 

Planning Committee still needs help with advertising and publicity. 
 

Workshop: Gary stated that the cabochon machine is working thanks to help from Dave and 
Sharon, and that new sanding belts have been ordered for the machine. Contact Gary Hert if you 
would like to use the workshop. There are no updates on finding a new workshop location. 

 

Website: No updates. 

Old Business: None. 
 

New Business: The club has an Instagram! Check us out @cgms_rocks 

 
After Mason Marion’s presentation, Jim concluded the meeting at 8:22 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Sophie Grimsley 
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

July 22, 2024, Board Meeting of the Columbia Gem and Mineral Society 

The Columbia Gem and Mineral Society held their monthly board meeting on July 22, 2024, at 
Grecian Gardens at 2312 Sunset Blvd., West Columbia, SC. Members present: Gary Hert, Jim Cobb, 

Sharon Sterrett, Sheila Frame, Angela Valvasori, Ron Ahle, Steve Coker, and Cheryl Coker. 
President Jim Cobb called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm. Ron volunteered to take meeting minutes. 

Officer Reports:  

President: Jim Cobb welcomed everyone and informed the board that the remaining general meetings 

for 2024 will be at Hope Church. 

Treasurer: Angela gave a quarterly financial report that included assets and cd’s. Angela talked 
about the show volunteer awards program including the scholarship certificates, the two-year deadline 
for use and a maximum dollar amount available under each award. The award will cover the cost of 

the class and a shared room and board. The award will not pay for additional cost such as supplies or 
transportation. The board set the current maximum award at $600.  

Committee Reports: 

Membership: There are 129 members: 107 adults and 22 juniors. 

Programs and Classes: The August program will feature club members Pam & Tony Etheridge. Pam 

makes copper & silver jewelry and Tony is a blacksmith. Walt Kabulis is scheduled to talk at the 
September meeting. Carol Elliott & Susan Richardson will give a presentation on mineral collecting 

in Utah in October.  

Show: Angela reported that the Show Planning was going well with advertising being the next big 
thing. Contracts have been coming in along with website releases for dealer advertising. Angela 
changed the Instagram site name to cgms_rocks. A Facebook boost will be scheduled soon. 

Promoting our show at farmer’s markets, local fairs and on Soda City could be good options for 
getting the word out.  

Workshop: Up and running. Gary replaced worn-out belts on cab machines. Fieldtrips:  Dixie 

Mineral Trips. 

Website: Steve asked board members to let him know if changes are needed to the website. 

Old Business: Ron suggested that the library be dissolved and that the club retain only important and 
historical documents. Board agreed. Angela started a discussion about future meeting locations. An 

effort to get back to McKissick was agreed to. Ron mentioned that the club needs to have a fall picnic 
and a Christmas party. Cheryl reminded the board that it is time to start thinking about officers for 
next year. According to our bylaws, a nominating committee needs to be formed by September. 

Jim adjourned the meeting at 7:45 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Ron Ahle 
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

June 17, 2024, Monthly  Meeting of Columbia Gem and Mineral Society 

 

The Columbia Gem and Mineral Society, Inc. held its monthly meeting on June 17, 2024, at 
Woodlands Park Community Center. President Jim Cobb called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
Jim welcomed guests and visitors. Jim thanked those who brought refreshments and Ron Ahle for 

bringing door prizes from the Lou Dezeran collection. 
 

Treasurer: Angela Valvasori said there was no new news. 
 

Membership: Sheila Frame reported that there are 123 members: 101 adults and 22 juniors. 

 

Programs: Ashby Gale from Charleston Fossil Adventures gave a wonderful talk on the history of 

fossils along the east coast titled “Fossils Under Our Feet” and brought lots of fossils to show as 
examples. He also stayed after the meeting ended to help identify fossils brought by club members. 
Morphologie Fossil Fine Art joined Ashby and had a variety of beautiful jewelry pieces for sale. 

Thank you to our guest speakers! 
 

Show Committee: Angela Valvasori stated that all show planning committee positions are filled. 
The next Show Committee planning meeting will take place Tuesday, July 16th. Vendor Liaison 
Patricia Stidom sent out contracts to vendors. Sue Shrader has drafted brochures and flyers and has 

begun posting info about the show online. Help is still needed with publicity and advertising. 
 

Newsletter: There will be no July Rocky Trails. Ron Ahle mentioned that we are still looking for a 
field trip coordinator. 
 

Workshop: No updates. 
 

Website: Steve Coker mentioned there was a small mistake which posted committee member and 
officer contact information to the website. If you receive any suspicious calls, texts, or emails, they 
may be phishing scams. Be aware. 

 

Historian: No updates. 

Librarian:  No updates. 
Club Liaison: No updates.  
Old Business: None. 

 

New Business: It was stated that door prizes are needed for the July meeting. Pat and Tom Stidom 

volunteered to bring them. 
 
After Ashby Gale’s presentation, Jim concluded the meeting at 8:53 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Sophie Grimsley 
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  BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

June 24th, 2024, Board Meeting of the Columbia Gem and Mineral Society 

The Columbia Gem and Mineral Society held their monthly board meeting on June 24th, 2024, at 
Grecian Gardens at 2312 Sunset Blvd., West Columbia, SC. Members present: Gary Hert, Jim Cobb, 
Sue Shrader, Sharon Sterrett, Sheila Frame, Angela Valvasori, Ron Ahle, Steve Coker, Cheryl Coker, 

and Sophie Grimsley. President Jim Cobb called the meeting to order at 7:38 pm. 

Officer Reports:  

President: Jim Cobb welcomed everyone and opened the meeting at 7:20 pm. He had no updates. 

Vice President: No Report  

Treasurer: Angela gave an update on the club’s finances and said the club received a thank you letter 
from William Holland for the club’s donation. The 2024 show budget was discussed and approved 

with a majority vote. 

The Board also discussed and decided to set a price limit to the William Holland Lapidary 
Scholarship raffled to show volunteers. Going forward, scholarship recipients will receive a certificate 

which shows the scholarship amount and expiration date of 2 years from the drawing. Former prize 
recipients who have not yet used their scholarship will receive a certificate which expires two years 
from 6/24/24. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership: There are 125 members: 103 adults and 22 juniors. 

Programs and Classes: July’s program will feature Mary Mason, an artist and sculptor who 
incorporates lots of stone into their work. Upcoming programs were also discussed. 

The July meeting will be held at Hope Church, with different locations being evaluated for future 
meetings. Also, the Board decided that the business section of the General Club Meetings will be 

expedited in order to give the speakers more time to present. 

Show: Angela reported that the Show Planning Committee has been working hard. Sue has done 
some publicity and Patricia has emailed contracts to dealers and has received one deposit. Advertising 

will be in the Free Times and on 2 billboards. Gary has purchased the geodes and Mandy has planned 
security. Geode prices for the show were raised to $1.50 per ounce, voted and approved by the 
majority. Help is still needed with contacting the local news. 

Workshop: Proceeds from the workshop were given to the Treasurer. Gary reminded the group that 
the cabbing machine needs new 600 grit belts, which were approved in a previous meeting. 



Page 6 of 16 ROCKY TRAILS  

 August 2024 
 

 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES (cont’) 

Field Trips: The club needs a field trip coordinator. Some trip ideas were discussed, such as Morris 
Island and Emerald City Mine. 

Sunshine: No updates. 

Newsletter: There will be no July newsletter. Program and location information will be sent out 

before the meeting. Board members can contact Steve Coker is they do not want their contact 
information displayed in the Rocky Trails. 

Website: Steve has done some minor reformatting. There is a donation button live on the website. 

The contact button on the website will be rerouted to Sue and Patricia. 

Facebook: Sue posts club information on both Facebook pages about the 2024 show and will 
continue to post more as we get closer to November. 

New Workshop Location: No updates. 

New Business: An Instagram account has been created for the club. The name of the account is 

@cgms_rocks. 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Jim, seconded by Ron, and approved. The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:36 pm. 

 Respectfully submitted by Sophie Grimsley 

 

LAPIDARY WORKSHOP  

The CGMS lapidary workshop in West Columbia, SC is open. To use the rock saws and cabbing 
machines call or email Gary Hert at gchert@hotmail.com or 803-794-9362. There is an hourly 

rate for using the machines. 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:gchert@hotmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjw87nU4vHXAhVp04MKHaNID90QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/346566133801661545/&psig=AOvVaw2kJbND-kL3Ngb9jOK6T6ZL&ust=1512525388602394
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CGMS Show Planning 

Show planning is proceeding well, with nine dealers confirmed so far. See our website for some of the dealer’s 
names and products. The flyers have been designed, the show budget has been set, decisions on pricing have been 
made, a security camera system has been ordered and publicity has begun. 

We have decided to increase some of our prices due to increased expenses. Admission will be $7 ($6 with the 
coupon). Children 12 and under are free, instead of 16 and under as in past years, but we are continuing to offer free 
entry to military personnel and their dependents. Geodes will be $1.50 per ounce and the price of the $1 grab bag is 
increased to $2. The $5 and $10 grab bags will remain at the same price. 

What you can do: We would like help with advertising and publicity. If you have any ideas for local websites on 
which to advertise, please let me know. Please continue to bring small minerals and fossils to the meetings for the 
grab bags and salted mine, with labels, if possible, for specimens large enough for grab bags. In the fall we will 
provide sign up sheets for help at the show, including the dealer dinner and we will provide show flyers to 
distribute. 

All are welcome at the show planning meeting, even if you are not on a committee. Come help us plan a great show! 
Remember that we will have two drawings for lapidary class scholarships at William Holland or Wildacres: one for 
those who participate in show planning and one for those working at the show. 

Our next show planning meeting is on Tuesday August 27, 6:00 to 7:30 pm 
Richland County Library North Main, “Large Meeting Room” 
5306 North Main St., Columbia, SC 29203 
Easily accessible from I-20 

You can also contact any the committee chairs if you would like to help them: 

¶ Dealer Liaison & Show Layout – Patricia Stidom 

¶ Graphics, Advertising and Publicity – Sue Shrader for graphics, need help with advertising and publicity. 

¶ Volunteer Recruitment and Organization – Terri Tokaz   

¶ Security – Mandie Wenzel 

¶ Dealer Dinner – Pat Carter 
¶ Education – Mandie Wenzel 

¶ Geodes – Gary Hert 

¶ Grab Bags – Ron Ahle 
 
Submitted by, 
Angela Valvasori 
2024 Show Chair 
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Program for the June Meeting 

 

"Making jewelry with copper & silver ." 
By Pam & Tony Etheridge 

 

The August program will feature club members Pam & Tony Etheridge. Pam and Tony will have a 
highly informative and interesting program about making jewelry with copper & silver. They will 
bring finished jewelry in the form of bracelets, pendants and earrings and talk about the creative 
process that goes into each piece. They will also talk about the tools of the trade and provide tips for 

using them. 

Pam described their journey to jewelry making in this way: “Tony and I have always been interested 
in metalworking. Right after he built his woodworking shop to build his cabinets (back in the early 

80's he soon added on a metal working shop. We got interested in jewelry and often bought 
magazines. Looking thru a jewelry magazine one day we came across an add for Earthspeaks Arts in 
Asheville. They were offering classes, so we took our first ever weeklong vacation and took a 

consolidated Silver I and II class. We were hooked. Have taken numerous classes from them and 
also from John Campbell Folk School and William Holland Lapidary School. We are also members 

of the Philip Simmons Artist Blacksmith Guild and have taken numerous classes from them.” 

 
 

 

   Photo of Pam and Tony demonstrating copper and silver jewelry making at the 2019 CGMS show.  
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2024 SFMS Workshops 

 

 
To see detailed information on each class offered, go to: 

Federation Week 2024 - Wildacres Flyer.pdf 

Federation Week 2024 - William Holland Flyer.pdf 
 or 

SFMS Workshops 

Social Media Helps our Club Stay Social! 

To access our web site, type “CGMS.ROCKS” in your internet browser or you can search for 
Columbia Gem and Mineral Society in Google. The Clubôs website is:  www.cgms.rocks 

To join the discussion with other CGMS members on Facebook, look under the Community tab, 

where you will find the Columbia Gem and Mineral Society Member Group. When you ask to join 
the Group, please be sure to agree to follow the rules: Be Kind, No Hate Speech or Bullying; and No 

Promotions or Spam. Please feel free to add photos of your interesting finds, share your Jewelry 
making, or your field trip experiences. 
 

NEW!!!  
CGMS now has an Instagram page: cgms_rocks. If you are on Instagram, please “like” the page 

and share the posts to increase our reach on social media. 

file:///C:/Users/thebe/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KE6GNJ0S/Federation%20Week%202024%20-%20Wildacres%20Flyer.pdf
file:///C:/Users/thebe/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KE6GNJ0S/Federation%20Week%202024%20-%20William%20Holland%20Flyer.pdf
https://www.sfmsworkshops.org/
http://www.cgms.rocks/
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South Carolina State Museum 
http://scmuseum.org/events/upcoming-events/ 

301 Gervais Street  
Columbia, SC 29201 

803-898-4921 
 

Advance online ticket purchases are encouraged, especially if you wish to see planetarium and/or 4D shows.  

Hours of Operation:  

Mon: CLOSED 
Tue – Sat: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sunday: 12 to 5 p.m. 

 

Planetarium Theater Shows  
 

Solar Superstorms:  

A fury is building on the surface of the Sun: high-velocity jets, a fiery tsunami wave 100,000 km 
high, rising loops of electrified gas. What is driving these strange phenomena? How will they affect 

planet Earth? Find the answers as we venture into the seething interior of our star. 

Solar Superstorms is a major new production that takes viewers into the tangle of magnetic fields and 
superhot plasma that vent the Sun’s rage in dramatic flares, violent solar tornadoes, and the largest 

eruptions in the Solar System: coronal mass ejections. The show features one of the most intensive 
efforts ever made to visualize the Sun’s inner workings, including a series of groundbreaking 

scientific visualizations computed on the giant supercomputing initiative, Blue Waters, based at the 
National Center for Supercomputing Applications, University of Illinois. 
 

Turtle Odyssey 4D:  

Discover the unique traits and fascinating behaviors of one of Earth’s most ancient and majestic 
creatures: sea turtles. Join baby Bunji, an Australian green sea turtle, as she navigates the dangers of 
life at sea, growing into a thriving adult along the way. The remarkable reptile encounters sharks, 

octopus, whales and more on her beautiful journey thousands of miles through the depths of the 
oceans in Turtle Odyssey 4D. 

 
 
Museum Special Exhibit: 
 

Apollo 16 & Beyond: South Carolina in Space 

This new exhibition explores the Apollo 16 lunar mission and the historic moonwalk of SC astronaut 
Charles Duke. In addition to featuring many Apollo 16 objects, the exhibition will also highlight 

South Carolina scientists and engineers who have contributed to the field of aerospace research and 

exploration. 
 
Check Events | South Carolina State Museum (scmuseum.org) for more information. 

http://scmuseum.org/events/upcoming-events/
https://scmuseum.org/events
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Congaree National Park 

 

100 National Park Road 
Hopkins, SC 29061, ph# 803 776-4396; https://www.nps.gov/cong/planyourvisit/conditions.htm 
 

Congaree National Park is a 26,692.6-acre American national park in central South Carolina, 18 miles 
southeast of the state capital, Columbia. The park preserves the largest tract of old growth bottomland 

hardwood forest left in the United States 
 
Lunch and Learn: The last Friday of the month, 12:30 to 1:30 pm 

Contact Carson Lillard at carson_lillard@nps.com to be placed on the “Lunch and Learn” notification 
list. 

 

McKissick Museum 

https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/artsandsciences/mckissick_museum/ 

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Saturday: 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Closed Sundays   

McKissick Museum Events   

https://www.facebook.com/mckissickmuseum/  
www.sc.edu/mckissickmuseum  
 

https://www.facebook.com/mckissickmuseum/ 
 
Thursday August 22, 2024; 5:30 to 7:00 Opening Reception 

Layers of Legacy: Exploring Daily Life and Colonialism in Cameroon 

Layers of Legacy: Exploring Daily Life and Colonialism in Cameroon investigates the art and culture 
of the Grass fields of northwestern Cameroon, a country of rich resources exploited by European 

agents of the transatlantic slave trade and colonizers from the late 1400s until the 1960s. This 
collection features objects ranging from household items to ritual masks that inspire contemplation of 
their purpose and the intersection of art with everyday life. Layers of Legacy also encourages 

reflection on our responsibility as viewers, urging us to consider the circumstances surrounding the 
objects' acquisition and the ethical implications of our engagement with them. 

 
Exhibit will show from August 17 -December 14, 2024 

mailto:carson_lillard@nps.com
https://www.facebook.com/mckissickmuseum/
http://www.sc.edu/mckissickmuseum


Page 12 of 16 ROCKY TRAILS  

 August 2024 
Cayce Historical Museum 

https://caycesc.gov/museum.php 

 
 

  

https://caycesc.gov/museum.php
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News Worth Digging Up 
 

What is a Rockhound? 

 
Date: January 16, 2023 
By: Marilyn Mchugh Meier 

Source: Rock & Gem Magazine 
 

Have you ever wondered if you qualify as a “Rockhound.” In this article, the author explains that 
rockhounds come in all shapes, sizes, occupations, and ages.  

Their interest lies in a wide range of collecting. Some collect micro-mounts. These folks are known 

to spend hours looking through magnifying glasses and microscopes at the minute crystals in their 
collections. Some rockhounds are interested in precious metals and are typically known as gold 

prospectors. There are folks that do not claim to be rockhounds, but when you go to their house, you 
will see rocks on display that were collected because they were interesting or pretty. The author 
describes these people as “Latent Rockhounds.” The author goes on to discuss rockhounds who 

collect Native American artifacts that can tell you just what kind of stone their arrowheads are made of 

quartz, chert, granite, obsidian, etc. Then there are the precious gem collectors who are the elitists in the 

rockhound field. Probably one of the biggest groups of rockhounds is the fossil collectors. “Ordinary 
rocks are not for them; their collection has to tell a story of inland seas and ancient times. They 

collect anything from petrified foraminifers to agate dinosaur droppings.” 

The author goes into detail about how people get started in the hobby of rockhounding. She gives an 
interesting perspective on how members of her on family got started. She then goes into some of the 

personal benefits of being a rockhound. “One nice thing about rockhounding is that it heightens 
your awareness of nature and the riches of this planet earth.” The author ends by stating that 

“rockhounding is born and bred into all of us, it remains passive in some, but the rest of us can be 
seen trekking through fields and streams hauling out “specimens” for our collections.” 
To read this enjoyable article go to: What is a Rockhound? | Rock & Gem Magazine 

(rockngem.com) 
 

  
Are these a Rockhounds? 

https://www.rockngem.com/what-is-a-rockhound/
https://www.rockngem.com/what-is-a-rockhound/
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AREA SHOWS 
 

To verify the accuracy of a show date, go to the show's website or contact them directly. 

  

 

August 23-25, 2024—MARIETTA, GEORGIA:  Annual show; Bellpoint Gem Show; Cobb Civic 
Center, 548 S. Marietta Pkwy; BJ; Email: mbellpoint@gmail.com; Website: 

www.bellpointpromotions.com 

 

 August 30-September 2, 2024—RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA: Retail show; Treasures of the 

Earth, Inc; North Carolina State Fairgrounds, 4285 Trinity Rd; Ellen White, (804) 642-2011; Email: 
Ellen.White@TreasuresOfTheEarth.com; Website: www.TreasuresOfTheEarth.com 

 

September 6-8, 2024—WINSTON -SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA:  Annual show; The Forsyth Gem 
& Mineral Club, Inc; Winston-Salem Fairgrounds Education Building, 412 27th Street NW; W. Arvil 

Marion - Show Chairman; Email: mariona1@yadtel.net; Website: www.forsythgemclub.com 
 

Graves Mountain Rock Swap & Dig 

Lincolnton, Georgia 
2024 Fall. Friday, Saturday, Sunday. October 4, 5, 6. 8 am to 6 pm. 

https://www.gamineral.org/ft/commercial/ftgravesmain.html  
 

The Columbia, SC Gem & Mineral Society will hold its 56th Annual Gem, Mineral, and Jewelry 

Show on November 22-24, 2024. 

Jamil Shrine Temple, 206 Jamil Road, Columbia, SC 29210 
Friday and Saturday 10:00 - 6:00; Sunday 10:00 - 6:00.  

$7.00 for adults, 3 days pass $12.00, 12 & under free. All military & their dependents free with ID Card  
www.cgms.rocks  
Patricia Stidom is the dealer’s contact. pstidom@aol.com  

 Meteorites 
 

https://www.amsmeteors.org/category/fireball-sightings/  

 

Perseids July 14th, 2024, to September 1st, 2024  
Next Peak night Aug 11-12, 2024 

 
The Perseids are the most popular meteor shower as they peak on warm August nights as seen from 
the northern hemisphere. The Perseids are active from July 14 to September 1. They reach a strong 

maximum on August 12 or 13, depending on the year. Normal rates seen from rural locations range 
from 50-75 shower members per hour at maximum. The Perseids are particles released from comet 

109P/Swift-Tuttle during its numerous returns to the inner solar system. They are called Perseids 
since the radiant (the area of the sky where the meteors seem to originate) is located near the 
prominent constellation of Perseus the hero when at maximum activity. In 2024, the half-illuminated 

moon will set near 1am local daylight-saving time. This is a favorable coincidence as this is the time 
that strong activity begins to occur from this shower. 

 
The Perseids will next peak on the Aug 11-12, 2024, night. On this night, the moon will be 44% full. 
 

http://www.forsythgemclub.com/
https://www.gamineral.org/ft/commercial/ftgravesmain.html
http://www.cgms.rocks/
mailto:pstidom@aol.com
https://www.amsmeteors.org/category/fireball-sightings/
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The Columbia Gem and Mineral Society is an organization of persons associated together to promote 

popular interest in and to provide means for the exchange of knowledge of the Earth Sciences – 
Geology, Mineralogy, and Paleontology – and of the related Arts – Lapidary and other. The Society is 
a member of the Southeast Federation Mineralogical Societies Inc. and an affiliate of the American 

Federation of Mineralogical Society Inc. 
  

2024 OFFICERS and COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Presidentéééééé.... Jim Cobb. é.éé...éé  

Vice Presidentéééé.... Cheryl Cokerééééé. éééééé..éé.  
Treasurerééééééé. Angela Valvasoriééé.  
Secretaryééééééé. Sophie Grimsleyéééé 
 

 

COMMITTEES 

Membership éééééé Sheila Frameééééé.  

Auctioneerééééééé Ron Ahleééééé.éé  

Club Liaisonééééé.... Jim Cobb.é.éé...é..é..  

Faceting Guildééé.é.éTom Danielséééééé  

Facebookééééééé. Sue Shrader ééééé...  

Field Tripééééé.éé. Open 

HistorianééééééééAngela Valvasori é.éé.  
LibrarianééééééééSheila Frameééééé.  

Newsletter Editorééé.éRon Ahleééééé.éé  
Program.ééééé.é.é Sue Shraderéééé.é.  

Show.éééééé.ééé Angela Valvasori é.éé.  

Sunshine ééééééé. Abbie Gateséé.ééé.  

Websiteéééééééé. Steve Cokeré.éééé  

Workshop.ééééééé Gary Hertéé...éééé 
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Monthly Meeting 

Except for January, the meetings are held the third 
Monday of each month. Socializing and refreshments at 

7:00 pm; Meeting at 7:30 pm. 
 

Executive Board Meetings: 

Except for January, the meetings are held on the fourth 
Monday of each month. Meal is at 6:00 pm. Meeting is at 

7:00 pm. 

CGMS Website 
Please visit our Website: 
 http://www.cgms.rocks 
Webmaster: Steve Coker 

 

Rocky Trails 

PO Box 6333 

Columbia, SC 29260 

http://www.cgms.rocks/

